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Entry Summary Declarations 
(ENS)



ENS Submission: Who and When? 
A summary of the submission parties and deadlines can be found below. These are applied to whoever is completing the submission, which can 
be extended to 3rd parties at the carriers and importers knowledge and consent. In this scenario…
o Legal liability to ensure that the entry summary declaration would remain with the carrier.
o Liability for data accuracy however sits with whoever is submitting the declaration.

Mode Type Minimum Timing Primary responsible for submission

Containerised cargo >24 hours before loading POL Shipping company

Break-Bulk Break Bulk cargo >4 hours pre arrival POL Shipping company

Accompanied RoRo >4 hours pre arrival POL Haulier

Unaccompanied RoRo >2 hours pre arrival POL Ferry Operator / Eurotunnel

Short sea >2 hours pre arrival POL Shipping company

Road via tunnel >1 hours pre arrival terminal Eurotunnel

Road via ferry >1 hours pre arrival terminal Ferry Operator

Short rail <2 hours duration >1-hour pre arrival POL Rail freight operator

Long rail >2 hours duration >2 hours pre arrival POL Rail freight operator

Short air <4 hours duration >1-hour pre-flight departure Airline

Long air >4 hours duration >4 hours pre-flight departure Airline
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Following Submission: MRNs
After submitting the declaration…

o You’ll be issued with a Movement Reference Number (MRN) once 
accepted

o Following a successful risk assessment, it will progress without 
intervention

o The reference may be added to the Goods Vehicle Movement Service

Further guidance from HMRC on all of these areas can be found using these 
links:

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-to-make-an-entry-summary-
declaration-in-great-britain

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/manage-team-members-using-your-
hmrc-business-tax-account

o https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-
customs-on-your-behalf
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Compliance: Border Force and FEDAT
Providing accurate data on time facilitates the smooth movement of trade across borders. To monitor compliance, Border Force have 
developed a data compliance process focussed on; Identification, Alerts, Education and finally Repercussion for repeat or 
deliberate offenders.

FEDAT (Freight Engagement and Data Acquisition Team) measure compliance against 5 key areas:

1. Connectivity

2. Comprehensiveness

3. Timeliness

4. Completeness

5. Accuracy

Although FEDAT approach adopt a supportive approach, there is an expectation for carriers
or third parties to act in good time to avoid repercussions. 
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New Safety and Security Data Requirements
Here are the mandatory, conditional and optional fields outlined by HMRC. More detail on what these mean specifically can be found using the 
hyperlink.

Mandatory Conditional Optional

✓ Local Reference Number ✓ Place of unloading ✓ Unique consignment 
reference number ✓ Commodity code

✓ Consignor ✓ Goods description ✓ Carrier ✓ Total number of 
packages

✓ Consignee ✓ Types of package ✓ Notify party ✓ Number of items

✓ Country(ies) or routing 
codes ✓ Number of packages ✓ Conveyance reference 

number
✓ Other specific 

circumstances indicator

✓ Person lodging summary 
declaration

✓ Goods identifying 
number

✓ Number of pieces (if 
unpacked) ✓ Special mentions

✓ Mode of transport at 
border ✓ Gross Mass ✓ Container number ✓ Signature and 

authentication

✓ Transport type crossing 
border ✓ Seal number ✓ Shipping marks and 

number of packages ✓ Declaration place

✓ First place of arrival ✓ Transport document 
number

✓ UN Dangerous Goods 
code (if applicable)

✓ Nationality of active 
means of transport 
crossing border

✓ Date & Time arrival at 
first place arrival

✓ Transport charges 
payment method

✓ Office of subsequent 
entry

✓ Place of loading ✓ Declaration date & time
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Get ready for safety and security declaration 
requirements for importing goods from the EU - 
GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-new-safety-and-security-declaration-requirements/get-ready-for-safety-and-security-declaration-requirements-for-importing-goods-from-the-eu
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Transit movements



NCTS5 Final State Rules: 21st January 2025
Final State Rules for NCTS5 will introduce the following changes or new functionality from 21 January 2025:

✓ Office of Incident – incidents can be reported to the nearest customs Office

✓ Commodity codes will become mandatory requirement for every item on the declaration

✓ NCTS5 Final State will provide the ability to amend pre-lodged declarations 

✓ Electronic TADs will replace requirement to carry a paper TAD (Transit Accompanying Document)

✓ Electronic MRNs replace requirement to carry a paper MRN. At GVMS border locations, the MRN will be included in the Goods 

Movement Reference (GMR)

✓ Business continuity process/fallback – A blank TAD can be used if the system to complete a SAD/C88 is unavailable

M E T R O  –  C u s t o m s  I n n o v a t i o n s  2 0 2 5



What Does Success Look Like?CBAM



CBAM Transition Phase
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For example:
If importing 
aluminium from 
any origin

Origin Factory British Factory

Local carbon 
tax paid

UK carbon 
tax equivDifference £ = CBAM Tax £

HMRC

Liability will lie with the importer and will be enforced by HMRC

Deadline 1st January 2027

Product sectors impacted Aluminium, cement, fertilizer, hydrogen, iron and steel sectors

Who is affected? Importers who imports >£50,000 pa. of CBAM goods

The UK (CBAM) is a set of regulations that will tax the carbon emissions of imported carbon-intensive goods.   

What does that look like? 



Ozone Depleting Substances



Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS): F-Gas
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From 14th February 2025, commodity codes affected by ODS measures will be updated to include conditions in the UK tariff, 
impacting both Imports and Exports.

Declarants will need to..

o Declare that you have a valid licence (Environment Agency) for the ODS goods (L100)

o Declare that you are importing ODS into GB for destruction (valid import licence required) (Y904)

o Declare that you are importing ODS goods that are reportable to the Environment Agency (Y905)

o Declare that the goods in the consignment do not contain ODS (Y902)

Tariff Stop Press Notice - 27 January 2025 - UK Integrated Online Tariff

https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/news/stories/tariff-stop-press-notice---27-january-2025


Defra update (DE FMD)



FMD: Germany’s Outbreak
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On 10th January, the German Chief Veterinary Officer confirmed detection of FMD 
resulting in a loss of its FMD free status.

Although the virus does not infect humans, the impacts of FMD can be devastating, resulting 
in;
o Loss of herds
o Production losses
o Loss of access to foreign markets

The UK has suspended the import of following commodities from Germany as a result:
o Live (including non-domestic) ungulates (ruminants, porcine animals, incl. wild game)
o Fresh meat from ungulates 
o Meat products from ungulates & wild game that has not been subject to specific 

treatment D1 or higher
o Milk, colostrum and their products, unless subjected to heat treatment
o Animal by-products, unless treated to effectively mitigate the risk of FMD 

Full Restrictions:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/im
ports-and-exports-of-animals-
and-animal-products-topical-
issues#foot-and-mouth-disease-
fmd-in-germany 
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Market Headlines

HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL
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Houthis to cease Red Sea 
attacks
Will a carrier make a move soon?

Trump = Tariffs
What impact will the new Trump 
administration have on the 
‘special relationship’?

Growth & vulnerabilities of 
Asia-Eur airfreight
How are eCommerce, Geopolitical 
and capacity challenges 
impacting the market? 

German Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease outbreak 
How are GB protecting against 
any spread locally?

Market Headlines

Contact Lucy.Hulston@metroshipping.co.uk to subscribe to our weekly newsletter

https://metro.global/news/container-shipping-braces-for-volatility-as-red-sea-routes-beckon/
https://metro.global/news/container-shipping-braces-for-volatility-as-red-sea-routes-beckon/
https://metro.global/news/the-risks-of-president-trumps-trade-policies/
https://metro.global/news/asia-europe-airfreight-growth-and-vulnerabilities/
https://metro.global/news/asia-europe-airfreight-growth-and-vulnerabilities/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-meat-exports-face-disruption-after-foot-and-mouth-disease-case-2025-01-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-meat-exports-face-disruption-after-foot-and-mouth-disease-case-2025-01-13/
mailto:Lucy.Hulston@metroshipping.co.uk


Customs and Trade Consultancy

✓ Brokerage insight and intelligence
✓ Market updates and key timelines
✓ Innovation and new initiatives
✓ Case studies & best practice sharing
✓ Legislation and innovation
✓ Navigate customs on a global stage
✓ Bespoke global trade reports
✓ Regional market intelligence
✓ Customs health check
✓ Compliance gap analysis
✓ Expert customs advice
✓ Develop your operations to meet current markets challenges

Stay informed, educated, and ahead

Your one-stop option for Customs and Compliance support, Metro can work with you on specific bespoke project, or a scheduled  basis to 
ensure you maintain up to date market intel on the latest GB and EU customs developments, legislation, and compliance updates targeted 
directly for you and your team. Our service offering covers…

Contact Andy.Fitchett@metroshipping.co.uk for more information
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Thank you
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